Closing Comments
By John Grim

Thomas Berry Award and Lecture

September 26th, 2009

Cathedral of St John the Divine


Thank you, Marty, for your carefully prepared and inspiring remarks reminding us, especially at your conclusion, of our responsibility to the children  - human children as well as the children of all the species.  We take your citation of Thomas' poem “To the Children” as a call to ensure that they have a world that will sustain them.   As Thomas would say either all the children will go together into the future or we risk placing in peril that which sustains us all.   More than simply protecting present practices and attitudes, however, your talk reminds us of transformations that we need to promote.


Thus, the work that you and your wife, Wendy, have been about these many years affirms your concerns for intergenerational responsibility and sustainable creativity.  This is evident in your personal and career commitments to the arts and environmental concerns. Mary Evelyn and I have seen that you extend the love that you have for your own children and grandchildren to others. We have also experienced the depth of your friendship and support these many years of working together.  Furthermore, we have not only heard you, Marty, refer to the religious traditions as ancient transmitters of moral values and spiritual visions, but we have also experienced your efforts to re-engage your Jewish heritage, Enlightenment thought and American pragmatism with our contemporary ecological challenges.


Of course, we also know how indefatigable you are, Marty, and some of us have even felt the push of your tireless energies.  We will not forget the time after the culminating conference at the American Museum of Natural History in 1999 when we rode with you and Thomas to dinner.  Marty commented to Thomas that he hoped he hadn't pushed us too much to conclude the conference series in three years.  Mary Evelyn and I had initially suggested that we take five years considering our teaching, speaking, and writing commitments.  Marty was keen that we do the conferences in three years so that the series publications would not take ten years to compete.  Having laid out these exchanges to Thomas, Marty turned and asked him if he had been too hard on us.  Without a moment's hesitation Thomas agreed with the importance of the work and laughingly said, "They survived."  The two of them roared like co-conspirators, and, indeed, we have all been beneficiaries of their plotting.   As it turned out the conference series went from 1996 to 1998, and the last of the 10 volumes on "World Religions and Ecology" came out in 2004.


So thank you, Marty, for your steadfast determination and supportive leadership.  It is no surprise to Mary Evelyn, myself, your family, and others who come to celebrate your accomplishments today, that you are speaking in a place housing a religion other than your own, one that you passed in your earlier days at Columbia University.  This Cathedral is a cosmopolitan center and you, Marty and Wendy, are the cosmopolitan persons pictured on the cover of our program today.  You model for us that new sense of proportion needed in a world where we can define difference not by exclusivity and rejection of the Other, but a cosmopolitan proportion secure in personal identity and willing to engage the Other as integral in shaping one's self and one's world.  In your work in progressive environmental funding you have reached out to the Other in challenging ideas, new disciplines, and emerging forums.  We have been emboldened by your evenness, we have taken up challenging work with your guidance.  Now, as we move towards the Memorial for Thomas Berry this afternoon, I am reminded of his call that the universe is not a collection of objects but a communion of subjects.  This is a cosmopolitan proportionality based not on a quantifiable metric, but on a shared sensibility of interdependence.  With you and Wendy, then, we also yearn to open capacities for the voices of countless beings to be heard through the Great Work of our times.

