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Welcome Address
By Stephen Dunn 

Thomas Berry Award and Lecture
Cathedral of St John the Divine
Saturday September 26, 2009

How fortunate Thomas was to be nurtured in the Berry family; so warm, so lively and so talented.

 In 1933, when he began his monastic life as a Passionist, he acquired a second family, the one he graciously acknowledged: “guided, educated, and supported [him] through these many years.”  That family too, male and female, black and white, Asian and western, spread throughout the world, honours Thomas today. 

My name is Stephen Dunn.   As a fellow Passionist, and in the name of the Passionist family, particularly of Fr. Joseph Jones, our Provincial Superior, present here, I offer you our warm welcome to the beautiful Memorial Service of this day, and the very appropriate conferring of the Thomas Berry Award to Mr. Martin Kaplan --  whose efforts have so effectively enabled Thomas’ message to reach around the planet.  

During the 76 years of his life as a Passionist, Thomas  gave intellectual and spiritual leadership to many thousands of people, spanning most every nation and culture. There is no way either of his families could appreciate the entire brilliance of the man each of our families has known as Brother.  You are the indispensable revelation of this unique manto both his families.  We are heartened and humbled by your presence as we welcome you.
Thomas’ brilliance contributed some obvious gifts to our contemporary world. It was Thomas who gave us the terrifying word: ecocide, a fact that was acknowledged in a seminar in California mere weeks after his death. He also gave us the word Ecozoic, full of hope -- but uncompromisingly announcing an Earth transition of epic proportions. 
It was in this Cathedral that his deep spirituality, steeped in the New Story, gifted us with new religious symbolism.  Who else could imagine the religious architecture itself of this colossal Gothic structure as suggesting the upturned throat of the wolf? 

He needed poetry to express it:



The arch 

Of the Cathedral

Itself takes on

The shape of

The uplifted throat

Of the Wolf

Lamenting our 

Present destiny

Beseeching humankind

To bring back 

The Sun.

Because today we need to recognize, in this Cathedral and everywhere 

not just
... the Passion of Christ 

In ancient times, 

But … the Passion

Of Earth in our times

He could dare to pronounce: 

 The Wolf

Our Earth

Our Christ

Our Selves, 

Finally, his genius allowed him to preach to the secular and the religious worlds simultaneously, surely an extraordinary gift to his Passionist family. He could say:  

     The cosmic recasting of the universe  [amid awesome violence]

     [when] the world is born into a radically new phase of its existence 

     and 

     [in] the human order,

     [the Cross] of Christ….

     are not unrelated events.

It was that observation that allowed him to speak hopefully of both “Cosmological moments of Grace” and historical…or Christian moments of Grace”.  

As our celebrations unfold, we could not do better than to make our own the prayer he formulated in this beautiful Cathedral:  

… let the flowers

Bloom in the meadows

The rivers run

Through the hills

And … let 

The Earth and all 

Its living creatures 

Live their wild fierce

Serene and abundant life.
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Thomas Berry 

